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a similar phenomenon will, I imagine, be eventually proved to occur

amongst fishes.

The cavity in the head cannot affect this aestivation, because it is

not only the hollow-headed Acanthopterygians which thus reappear

after rain, but also Cyprinidse and others, which, if this cavity were

necessary for this purpose, must die when the water dried up, and

would thus soon become extinct in many places. As I have every

reason to hope that some of the specimens of Ophiocephalidse which

I had the pleasure of despatching to Europe by the mail of March
may arrive safely, I append a few observations respecting their

habits. I have kept some of these fish for some time in aquaria

at Madras. When first in confinement they were very wild and

frightened ; but they gradually became very tame, and fed from the

hand without fear. The aquarium in which they are kept should

always have plenty of clean sand at the bottom, and no rockwork, as

they are apt to thrust against it violently with their noses ; and in

several instances their jaws were thus denuded of skin and their

heads of scales, producing great irritation, which caused the cessa-

tion of the secretion of healthy mucus, and frequently resulted in

death. They require very little water, and may be seen lying on

the sand, occasionally lazily raising their heads, if the water is

shallow, and taking in air. They are fond of grass and aquatic

plants in the aquarium, and the small specimens then lie amongst

them on the surface of the water, thus saving themselves the trouble

of rising from the sand for air. But as they are continually biting

at the grass, the water becomes very dirty ; and it was therefore dis-

continued, and the fish did quite as well without it. If the water is

dirty they scarcely appear to move their gills, but about every two

or three minutes ascend to the top, emit their bubble, and descend.

Their habits are dirty ; and the water is constantly vitiated by the

large amount of mucus they exude from their bodies, as well as by

the rejection of their food in small shreds after it has been swal-

lowed. Fresh water should be given them every day, as otherwise

it becomes foul and offensive. When it is changed they become

wildly excited and rush about, probably in the same manner as

when aroused suddenly from their "summer sleep."

6. Descriptions of some new Species of Shells collected by

Geoffrey Nevill, Esq., at Mauritius, the Isle of Bourbon,

and the Seychelles. By Henry Adams, F.L.S.

(Plate XXVIII.)

CoNus (Chelyconus) borbonicus, H. Ad. (PI. XXVIII.

C. testa convexo-conicn, angusta, Icevigata, solidiuscula, antice spi-

nditer lirata, rosco-lutca, fascia albida obscura in tnedio cincta.
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et liris muUis rubris interruptis ornata ; spira elevata, concava,

apice mamillato ; arifr. 6, supera angulatis et nodulosis ; apertura

angusta, antice paulam dilatata ; labro postice recedente.

Long. 12, diam. 5 mill.

Hab. Isle of Bourbon.

Fam, EissoiD^.

Gen. Nevillia, H. Ad.

Testa imperforata, acuta- ovata ; anfractibus convexis, spiraliter

liratis, longitudinaliter striatis. Apertura ovalis ; columella

callosa et dente introrsum desinente munita ; labro acuta, intus

Icevigata, extus varicosa.

This genus has much the resemblance of a minute species of

Craspedotus ; but there is no indication of nacre within the aperture,

and the tooth on the columella is more like that of Rissoa mono-

donta than of the former genus ; in its form and sculpture Nevillia

ajiproaches Alvania. I have dedicated it to Mr. Geoffrey Nevill.

Nevillia picta, H. Ad. (PI. XXVIII. fig, 2.) X^t-^

N. testa ovato-conica, solidula, costis spiralibus incequalibus (in

media anfractuum una validiore) et striis minutissimis longitudi-

nalibus sculpta ; albida, tnaculis fulvis picta ; spira conica, apice

acuta, sutura distincta ; arifr. 5^, angulatis; apertura ovali

;

dente columellari prominente ; labra extus varicosa.

Long. 2\, diam. \\ mill.

Hab, Mauritius.

Nevillia lucida, H. Ad. (PI. XXVIII. fig. 3.)

N. testa ovato-conica, solidiuscula, subpellucida, alba, costis spirali-

bus subdistantibus et striis minutissimis longitudinalibus sculpta ;

spira conica, apice acuto, sutura impressa ; anfr. 5, convexis;

apertura subcirculari ; dente columellari^ valido, acuto; labro

varice externa valido.

Long. 2, diam. 1| mill.

Hab. Isle of Bourbon.

Stylifer speciosus, H. Ad. (PI. XXVIII. fig. 4.)

S. testa imperforata, ovato-subuluta, tenui, subpellucida, tiitida, lac-

tea, liris capillaceis distatitibus cincta ; spira sursum valde atte-

nuata, sutura distincta; anfr. 1 1, apicalibus 6 stylinis, deinde con-

vexis, ultimo rotundata ; apertura sublunari; columella recta,

callosa ; labro valde sinuata.

Long. 10, diam. 4 mill.

Hab. Mauritius.

Nanina (Macrochlamys) geoffreyi, II. Ad. (PI. XXVIII. / ia

fig. 5.)

N. testa minute perforata, depressa, tenui, vix nitentc, sub lente

minutissime spiraliter striatula, longitudinaliter obsolete irregu-
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lariter striata, olivaceo-fulva ; spira brevissime conoidea, apice

obtuso, sutura submarginata ; anfr. 6, planiusculis , ultimo antice

non descendente, supra subangulato, basi jmulum convexo ; apertura

subverticali, lunari ; perist . simplici, acuto, recto, mnrginibtis non

connivetitibus, columellari superne brevissime rejlexo.

Diam. maj. 9, min. 8, alt. 5 mill.

Hub. Isle of Bourbon.

This species is closely allied to N. Virginia, Morelet ; but the

whorls of the spire are almost flat instead of being convex, and the

spiral lines are more strongly impressed, while the animal, from the

subjoined note of Mr. G. Nevill, appears to differ considerably.

"The animal is of a uniform black colour, and resembles that of

N. nitella ; that of N. Virginia is yellow and black."

—

G. Nevill.

Discus serratus, H. Ad. (riate XXVIII. fig. 6.)

D. testa late et profunde umbilicata, lenticulari, arctispira, tenur,

subpellucida, j)arum nitente, liris elevatis scvlpta, pallide htea

;

spira convexa, sutura serrata ; anfr. 6, convexiusculis, ultimo ad

peripheriatn serrato carinato, basi circa umbilicum rotunduto

;

apertura obliqua, angulato -lunari ; perist. simplici, acuto, recto.

Diam. maj. 6|, min. .5|, alt. 3 mill.

Hab. Silhouette Island, Seychelles.

ACICULA MAURITIANA, H. Ad. (PI. XXVIII. fig. 7.)

A. testa imperforuta, subulato-cylindracea, tenui, hyalina, nitida ;

spira subcylindracea, apice valde obtuso, sutura impi-essa ; anfr.

5, planiusculis, ultimo basi dilatato ; columella arcuata, vix trun-

cata ; apertura acuminato-ovali ; perist. simplici, recto, aciito.

Long. 4, diam. 1 mill. ; ap. Ig mill. lonc;a.

Hab. Mauritius.

Vertigo (Al.ea) borbonica, H. Ad. (PI. XXVIII. fig. 8.)

V. testa profunde rimata, oblongo-ovata, tenui, sublavigata, seri-

cina, rufo-fusca ; spira convexo-conica, apice obtuso, sutura im-

pressa ; anfr. 5, convexiusculis, ultimo basi subcompresso, pone

aperturam tumido, scrobiculato ; apertura truncato-ovali, subver-

ticali, quadridentata ; dente 1 compresso, intrant e in parietem aper-

turalcm 1 profundo in columella, 2 in palato, siipero minuto ; perist.

expansiusculo, albo-labiato, marginibus callo tenui Junctis, dextro

subsinualo.

Long. 2|, diam. Ig mill.

Hab. Isle of Bourbou.

GiBBUS (Gibbulina) deshayesi, H. Ad. (PI. XXVIII. fig. 9.)

G. testa profunde rimata, cylindrica, tenui, nitida, pellucida, oblique

leviter striatula, j^allide cornea ; spira superna convexa, obtusa,

sutura anguste marginata ; anfr. 9, convexiusculis, ultimo antice

ascendente, basi rotundato ; apertura verticali, seniiovali, denti-


